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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dodrill 
etal. (U.S. 6,807,565). 

Dodrill et al. teaches claims: 

1 . A method for controlling an application in an instant messaging environment 
comprising: 

selecting, at a first client (18), the application in the instant messaging 
environment; (col .5, line 65-col.6, line 20) 

configuring an instant messaging control message for the application, including 
an identifier related to the application selected at the first client; (86, 82) 

sending the instant messaging control message to a second client (18'); and 

executing the application in the instant messaging environment using the control 
message to retrieve the application from a server. (66) 



2. 



A method as recited in claim 1 further including displaying the results of 
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executing the application in the instant messaging environment in an instant messaging 
window, (col .4, lines 17-37) 

3. A method as recited in claim 1 further including playing the results of executing 
the application in the instant messaging environment in a player, (see abstract) 

4. A method as recited in claim 1 further including viewing the results of executing 
the application in the instant messaging environment in a viewer, (col .4, lines 17-37) 

5. A method as recited in claim 1 further including arbitrating data received from a 
third client based on executing the application in the instant messaging environment, 
(see abstract; "An application server receives an HTTP request for execution of an instant 
messaging application operation for a sending party. A selected extensible markup language 
(XML) document is accessed in response to reception of the HTML request. A first HTML page 
is generated based on the XML document for recording a voice message by the sending party ") 

6. A method as recited in claim 1 wherein selecting, at a first client, the application 
in the instant messaging environment further includes selecting the application from a 
list of instant messaging applications. (86) 

7. A method as recited in claim 1 further including simultaneously sharing 
interaction with the application between the first client and the second client, (col .5, line 
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26-col.6, line 53) 

8. A method for controlling an application in an instant messaging environment 
comprising: 

selecting a control feature in the instant messaging environment; (66) 
configuring a control message based on selecting the control feature; (col.5, lines 
26-col.6, line 19) 

sending the control message from a first instant messaging client to a second 
instant messaging client (1 8); and 

implementing the control feature in the instant messaging environment. (86) 

9. A method as recited in claim 8 further including: evaluating the application in an 
instant messaging environment; and determining a supporting application for executing 
the application in an instant messaging environment. (86) 

10. A method as recited in claim 8 further including displaying the results of 
executing the application to two or more instant messaging users in a simultaneous 
manner. (56) 

11. A system for controlling an instant messaging application comprising: 

an environment providing an instant messaging medium and for executing the 
instant messaging application; and (86, fig.2) 
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a message including an instruction set for executing the instant messaging 
application in the environment. (86, fig.2) 

12. A system as recited in claim 1 1 further including an interface for configuring the 
environment and the message. (18, 18') 

1 3. A system as recited in claim 1 1 further including a window for displaying a result 
of executing the instant messaging application. (42a, 42b, 18) 

1 4. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the instant messaging application 
includes a video file, (col.5, line 66-; "FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating in further detail the 
instant messaging application executed by the voice application server 66 according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. As described above with respect to FIG. 1, the application 
server 66 receives via the web server 64 HTTP requests from either a PC-based web browser 42 
capable of supporting full media content (e.g., audio, text, images, and streaming video)") 

1 5. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the instant messaging application 
includes an audio file, (col.6, lines 7-55) 

1 6. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the instant messaging application 
includes an instruction set for viewing data. (66, col.6, lines 7-55)) 
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1.7. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the instant messaging application 
includes an instruction set for using a supporting application to execute the instant 
messaging application, (col. 6, line54-col.7, line 44) 

18. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the message further includes the instant 
messaging application and an instruction set for using a supporting application to 
execute the instant messaging application, (see fig.2, 86, 62, 66, and 82) 

19. A system as recited in claim 1 1 wherein the message further includes the instant 
messaging application and a supporting application to execute the instant messaging 
application. (86, 62, 66, and 82) 

20. A computer program product for controlling an application in an instant 
messaging environment, the computer program product being embodied in a computer 
readable medium and comprising computer instructions for: 

(claim 20 is similarly rejected as in claim 1 ) 

selecting, at a first client, the application in the instant messaging environment; 

configuring an instant messaging control message for the application, including 
an identifier related to the application selected at the first client; 

sending the instant messaging control message to a second client in the instant 
messaging environment; and 
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executing the application in the instant messaging environment using the control 
message to retrieve the application from a server. 

21 . A computer program product for controlling an application in an instant 
messaging environment, the computer program product being embodied in a computer 
readable medium and comprising computer instructions for: 
(claim 20 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

selecting a control feature in the instant messaging environment; configuring a 
control message based on selecting the control feature; 

sending the control message from a first instant messaging client to a second 
instant messaging client; 

retrieving the application from a server based on the control message; and 
executing the application in an instant messaging environment. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6798. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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